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wishbook2017 


"You have to be willing 
to accept help’ 


Outreach program at Foothill and De Anza colleges helps financially struggling 
students overcome hunger, homelessness and hold on to their dreams 


THE WISH BOOK SERIES 
The Wish Book is an 
annual project of the 
Mercury News that 
invites readers to help 
their neighbors. 


WISH 

WISH Donations will go 
to the Foothill-De Anza 
Foundation to support 
food pantries at Foothill 
and De Anza colleges, 
which provide vulnerable 
students with blankets 
and toiletry items like 
toothbrushes, tooth- 
paste, shampoo and 
soap, along with a Target 
gift card to purchase 
food and other essential 
personal-care needs. 
Goal: $12,000 


HOW TO GIVE 

Donate at wishbook.mer- 
curynews.com or clip the 
coupon on Page A8. 


By Mike Frankel 
mfrankel@ 
bayareanewsgroup.com 


The gift came just in time to lift 
Derek Duarte’s spirits, to make 
him believe again that his plan 
to study automotive technology 
at De Anza College was worth liv- 
ing inside a home on four wheels, 
parked on the side of a street for 
as long as nobody complained. 

The heater is broken inside 
the 1989 Ford Airstream camper 
van, where on the frostiest nights 
when the furnaces work over- 
time in Silicon Valley’s multimil- 
lion-dollar homes, Duarte and his 
girlfriend, Isabelle Valdez, bundle 
up in wool sweaters, thermal un- 
derwear and ski pants and curl 
up with Odyssey and Loco. That’s 
their two dogs — not the epic by 
Homer — but the pups’ names 
perfectly describe the couple’s 
crazy quest to juggle part-time 
jobs, community college and the 
cost of living in one of the coun- 
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GARY REYES — STAFF PHOTOS 


Derek Duarte, 26, sits outside of his small camper van near downtown Mountain View in November. Duarte and his girlfriend 
ive in it to save money while he pursues an automotive technology degree at De Anza College in Cupertino. 


“| never knew what down was like,” said 
Duarte, who lives with his girlfriend in their 
1989 Ford Airstream camper. 


“When we got that 

blanket, my girlfriend was 
reminding me. There’s good 
things in life. You just need 
to keep waiting for them.” 


— Derek Duarte, student at De Anza College 


More online: Read other Wish Book 
stories, view photos and video at 
WISHBOOK.MERCURYNEWS.COM. 


CALIFORNIA RULE 


Lawsuits could bring pension cuts 


Supreme Court cases could bring about 
benefit cuts for workers still on the job 


By Jonathan J. Cooper 


Associated Press 


SACRAMENTO » For decades 
in California, a sacrosanct 
rule has governed public 


employees’ pensions: Bene- 
fits promised can never be 
taken away. 

But cases before the state 
Supreme Court threaten to 
reverse that premise and 


open the door to benefit cuts 
for workers still on the job. 

The lawsuits have enor- 
mous implications for Cal- 
ifornia cities, counties, 
schools, fire districts and 
other local bodies facing a 
sharp rise in their pension 
costs. 

The ballooning expenses 


are an issue that Gov. Jerry 
Brown will face in his fi- 
nal year in office despite his 
earlier efforts to reform the 
state’s pension systems and 
pay down massive unfunded 
liabilities. 
His office has taken the 
unusual step of arguing one 
PENSIONS » PAGE 8 


RECORD HIGH 


Up, up 
housing 
prices 
up again 


Relentless rise in Bay Area hits 
$825,000 median as number of 
available homes keeps shrinking 


By Marisa Kendall 


mkendall@ bayareanewsgroup.com 


Just when it seemed Bay Area home prices 
couldn’t jump any higher, they soared to dizzy- 
ing new heights in November — and in the pro- 
cess set a new record. 

The median price for a single-family home 
in the Bay Area last month 
was $825,000, up nearly 15 $825,000 
percent from the same time The median price 
last year, according to new fora single-family 
data from property analyt- home in the Bay 
ics company CoreLogic. Area last month, 

That’s the most expen- up nearly 15 
sive since CoreLogic started percent from the 
keeping track in 1988, sur- same time last 
passing the last record of year. 
$823,000 set in June. (That 
data excludes sales of new homes, which make 
up a small fraction of the region’s housing in- 
ventory). 

“For the clients that ’m working with that are 
buyers, it is stressful,” said Sunnyvale-based real 
estate agent Kevin Swartz. “It is sometimes, I 
would say, disheartening.” 
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LUCRATIVE LOOPHOLE? 


In California, the 
early taxpayer 
sets the deduction 


Paying property taxes by Dec. 31 is 
beneficial but won't help in 2018 


By Patrick May 


pmay@bayareanewsgroup.com 


As taxpayers across the nation race to pay their 
property taxes early, convinced they’ve found a 
lucrative loophole in the new tax law, confusion 
has set in over who, exactly, will benefit from this 
early-bird strategy. 

Causing more head-scratching, the Internal 
Revenue Service weighed in on the matter late 
Wednesday, announcing that these early pay- 
ments will be deductible only in certain situa- 
tions. This sent off flares in East Coast states 
where folks were doing some things the IRS 
didn’t like; it appears thousands of taxpayers 
in Maryland, Virginia, New York and elsewhere 
may find their prepayments declared invalid — 
and that will put pressure on local governments 
to refund millions of dollars collected from mis- 
guided taxpayers. 

But if you’re a taxpayer in the Golden State, 
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www.allstarhyundai.net 
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WEATHER 


All Star Genesis 


(888) 721-4571 
www.allstargenesis.com 
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Full report on Bs 
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